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5.05 Canvassing of ballots. 

(a) The results of the electronic ballots shall be canvassed by the committee on 

elections. On March 21st of each year, or within five days thereafter, not counting weekends 

and holidays, the committee shall meet and review the electronic ballot results. 

(b) The nominee who receives the plurality of the votes cast in their district shall be 

declared to be elected from that district. If for any district two or more nominees are found to 

have received an equal and the highest number of votes, the committee shall, cause a run-off 

election to be conducted by electronic ballot, in such manner as it may select, and the one so 

determined shall be certified as elected. 

(c) The committee shall certify to the Executive Director of the State Bar the results 

of the election. 

(d) The Executive Director shall forthwith publicly announce the results of the 

canvass and notify each candidate of the results of the election. At the Board's quarterly 

meeting following the election the Executive Director shall present the certificate of the 

committee on elections and the President shall officially declare the result. 

5.06 Other elections and referenda.  

Unless otherwise provided by order of the Supreme Court of Appeals, the applicable 

provisions of this Rule shall apply to any election on the adoption of proposed amendments 

to the Constitution and Bylaws and to any referendum on any proposal submitted to the 

membership under the applicable provisions of Article 11 of the Bylaws. 

 

[CLERK’S COMMENTS: This Rule is derived from Chapter I of the State Bar Rules and 

Regulations. In addition to formatting and consistency changes, the Rule now provides 

flexibility with regard to certain types of notice and eliminates archaic provisions that have not 

been followed. The electronic voting procedures have been in use for several years under a 

Supreme Court Administrative Order. In addition, inserted language would allow the Court to 

issue an order modifying deadlines and procedures.]  

Rule 6 Mandatory continuing legal education 

6.01 Definitions 

(a) “Active non-practicing lawyers” — An active non-practicing member of the West 

Virginia State Bar as defined in Bylaw 2.04. 

(b) “Approved activity” — A continuing legal education activity that is offered by a 

presumptively-accredited provider under Rule 6.08, or an individual continuing legal 
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education activity that has been approved by the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 

Commission (“Commission”). 

(c) “Commission” — The Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (“MCLE”) 

Commission established in Bylaw 15.02. 

(d) “Credit hour” —Each period of fifty minutes of instruction actually attended in an 

approved activity. 

(e) “Inactive lawyers” — An inactive member of the West Virginia State Bar as 

defined in Bylaw 2.05. 

(f) “In-house activity” — Activities offered by law firms, corporate legal 

departments, governmental legal agencies, or similar entities for the education of lawyers 

who are members of the firm, department, or entity. 

(g) “Lawyer"or “active member”— An active member of the West Virginia State Bar 

as defined in Bylaw 2.03. 

(h) “Reporting period” — A time period during which a certain number of credit 

hours must be obtained. 

(i) “Provider” — An entity that offers a continuing legal education program. 

(j) “Written materials” — Any materials, whether in writing or electronic digital 

format, required to be provided as part of the approval of a continuing legal education 

activity. 

6.02 Minimum continuing legal education requirements; required reporting; 

carry-over credits 

(a) Obligation. As a condition of maintaining a license to practice law in the State of 

West Virginia, every active member shall satisfy the minimum continuing legal education 

and reporting requirements in this Rule. 

(b) MCLE requirements. Each active member shall complete a minimum of twenty-

four hours of continuing legal education, as approved by this Rule or accredited by the 

Commission, every two fiscal years. At least three of such twenty-four hours shall be taken 

in courses on legal ethics, office management, attorney well-being, or elimination of bias in 

the legal profession.  

(c) Reporting. On or before the first day of July of every even year, each active 

member must file a report of completion of continuing legal education activities. The 

reporting is to be completed electronically using the web-based membership portal 

maintained by the State Bar. Any lawyer who submits a paper-based report must include a 

$25 fee with the report or it will not be processed. 

(d) Carryover credits. Members who exceed the minimum requirements in this Rule 

may carry a maximum of six credit-hours forward to only the next reporting period, except 



 

55 

 

that no carryover credits can be applied to the three-hour minimum requirement for courses 

on legal ethics, office management, attorney well-being, or elimination of bias in the legal 

profession. 

6.03 Bridge-the-Gap Program 

(a) Obligation. Newly admitted members are required to complete a mandatory 

Bridge-the-Gap Program sponsored by the State Bar within twenty-four months after 

admission to the West Virginia State Bar. The mandatory Bridge-the-Gap Program shall be 

provided by the State Bar at least twice per year at locations within West Virginia. The 

Bridge-the-Gap Program will be provided free of charge to newly admitted members. 

Continuing legal education credit shall be available for completing the mandatory Bridge-

the-Gap Program. 

(b) Suspension. Any lawyer subject to this requirement who fails to complete the 

mandatory Bridge-the-Gap Program within six months after written notice of noncompliance 

from the Commission shall have their license to practice law in the State of West Virginia 

automatically suspended until such lawyer has complied with this requirement. Any member 

of the West Virginia State Bar otherwise in good standing who is suspended for failure to 

complete the mandatory Bridge-the-Gap Program shall be reinstated as a member of the 

West Virginia State Bar upon completion of the mandatory course, payment of a 

reinstatement fee of $200, and fulfillment of any other administrative requirements. 

(c) Exemption. A member required to complete the Bridge-the-Gap Program may, 

upon application to and approval by the Executive Director, be exempted from the 

requirement if: (1) the member can certify having been admitted to practice in another 

jurisdiction for a minimum of five years; or (2) the Commission can certify that the member 

has completed a comparable mandatory new lawyer training program offered by the state bar 

of another jurisdiction of at least seven credits, including two credits of legal ethics, office 

management, attorney well-being, or elimination of bias in the legal profession. The request 

for an exemption must be filed no later than twenty-four months after admission to the West 

Virginia State Bar and no extensions of time are permitted. 

(d) Extension of time. The time for completion of the Program may, upon application 

to and approval by the Commission, be extended. Written applications for an extension must 

be received by the Commission no later than thirty days after the deadline to complete the 

Program or obtain an exemption. If the written application includes supporting 

documentation that demonstrates hardship or other good cause for an extension, the member 

will be permitted to complete the Program at the next regularly scheduled opportunity. If the 

application for extension does not demonstrate hardship or good cause warranting an 



 

56 

 

extension, the member must pay a late fee of $200 and complete the Program at the next 

regularly scheduled opportunity.  

6.04 Exemptions from mandatory continuing legal education requirements 

(a) Any lawyer not previously admitted to practice in West Virginia who is admitted 

during the first twelve months of any 24-month reporting period is required to complete 

twelve hours in approved MCLE activities including at least three hours in legal ethics, 

office management, attorney well-being, or elimination of bias in the legal profession before 

the end of the reporting period. Any lawyer not previously admitted who is admitted during 

the second twelve months of any 24-month reporting period is exempt for that entire 

reporting period.  

(b) Any lawyer previously admitted to the State Bar who is restored to active status 

pursuant to Rule 6.07 during the first twelve months of any 24-month reporting period is 

required to complete twelve hours in approved MCLE activities including at least three hours 

in legal ethics, office management, attorney well-being, or elimination of bias in the legal 

profession before the end of the reporting period. Any lawyer who is restored to active status 

under Rule 6.07 during the second twelve months of any 24-month reporting period is 

exempt for that entire reporting period.  

(c) For good cause shown, the Commission may, in individual cases involving 

extreme hardship or extenuating circumstances, grant conditional, partial or complete 

exemptions of these minimum continuing legal education requirements. Any such exemption 

shall be reviewed by the Commission at least once during each reporting period unless a 

lifetime conditional exemption has been granted. 

(d) Active non-practicing and inactive members, judicial members as specified in 

Bylaw 2.07(d), the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Appeals, Deputy Clerks of the Supreme 

Court of Appeals, and any other individuals as may hereafter, from time to time, be 

designated by the Supreme Court of Appeals, are not required to comply with these 

requirements. 

6.05 Obtaining credits to satisfy mandatory continuing legal education 

requirements 

Members of the State Bar may obtain credit for purposes of the mandatory continuing 

legal education requirements as follows: 

(a) One hour of credit may be obtained for each period of fifty minutes of instruction 

attended in an accredited course. 
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(b) One hour of credit may be obtained for each period of fifty minutes of digital or 

electronically presented instruction provided that such digital or electronic presentation is 

accredited by the Commission. 

(c) No more than half of the total required mandatory continuing legal education 

requirements may be satisfied by pre-recorded presentations that do not offer an interactive 

component. 

(d) A maximum of six hours of mandatory continuing legal education credit may be 

obtained for the teaching of each individual accredited course when the period of teaching 

lasts for at least fifty minutes. If the teacher participates in a panel discussion or teaches for a 

period of less than fifty minutes, three hours of credit may be obtained. No more than half of 

the total required mandatory continuing legal education credit for any reporting period may 

be satisfied by teaching credits. 

(e) The Commission may give credit for publication, including, but not limited to, 

publishing an article in the law review of an ABA-accredited law school; publishing an 

article in the official publication of the State Bar; authorship or co-authorship of a book; 

contribution of a paper published in a legal society's annual, hardbound collection; 

publication of an article in a bar journal in another state; and contribution through either 

editing or authorship to periodic newsletters designed to serve the interests of specialists. The 

Commission has authority to allocate the amount of credits to be given for publication. 

(f) A lawyer may obtain one credit hour for every three completed hours of pro bono 

legal service which satisfies Rule 6.1 of the West Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct and 

is performed during the reporting period through one or more of the following approved pro 

bono organizations: (1) Legal Aid of West Virginia; (2) the State Bar's West Virginia Free 

Legal Answers Program; (3) the State Bar's Tuesday Legal Connect Program; and (4) the 

West Virginia University College of Law Center for Law and Public Service. The approved 

pro bono organizations shall report each lawyer's pro bono service hours by June 1 of each 

year in the format required by the Commission. Credits obtained under this subsection are 

subject to the limitation set forth in Rule 6.05(c) and are not credited as live instruction under 

Rule 6.05(a). A maximum of six hours of mandatory continuing legal education credit for 

approved pro bono service hours may be obtained for any two-year reporting period, and no 

additional service or credit hours may be carried over to the next reporting period. The 

Commission has the authority to review a lawyer's pro bono service hours to ensure 

compliance with this rule. 
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6.06 Noncompliance and sanctions 

(a) Noncompliance with the reporting or minimum continuing education requirements 

of this Rule may result in the suspension of a lawyer's license to practice law until such 

lawyer has complied with these requirements. 

(b) As soon as practicable after July 1, the Commission shall notify all active 

members of the State Bar who are not in compliance with the reporting or minimum 

continuing education requirements of this Rule of the specific manner in which such member 

has failed, or appears to have failed, to comply with this Rule. Any member of the State Bar 

shall have until October 1 to correct such noncompliance or provide the Commission with 

proper and adequate information to establish that such member is in compliance with this 

Rule. A delinquency fee of $200.00 shall be imposed upon any lawyer who does not submit a 

report of MCLE activity by July 31, including a request for teaching or publication credit.  

(c) An additional fee of $200.00 shall be paid upon application for reinstatement by 

those attorneys whose licenses have been suspended for failure to comply with the MCLE 

requirement. This fee is in addition to the reinstatement fee charged for suspension for non-

payment of membership fees. The attorney will not be reinstated unless all outstanding fees 

have been paid. MCLE credits, if reported late, will not be entered until all outstanding fees 

have been paid. 

(d) As soon as practicable after October 1, the Commission shall give notice, by 

certified or registered mail to the mailing address of record with the State Bar, to any active 

member who has still not established that they are in compliance with this Rule for the 

preceding two-year reporting period that after thirty days, the Commission will notify the 

Supreme Court of Appeals of such this fact and request the Court to suspend such lawyer's 

license to practice law until the lawyer has established that they have complied with the 

requirements of this Rule for the preceding two-year reporting period. 

(e) During such thirty-day period, any lawyer having received a thirty-day notice may 

demand a hearing before the Commission. Any such hearing shall be conducted within a 

reasonable period of time after receipt of the demand. At such hearing the lawyer shall have 

the burden of establishing either (1) that they are in fact in compliance with the requirements 

of this Rule or (2) that they are entitled to an exemption. In the event such burden is not 

carried, the Commission shall by appropriate petition notify the Supreme Court of Appeals 

that the lawyer has failed to comply with the reporting or education requirements for the 

preceding two-year reporting period and request the Court to enter an appropriate order 

suspending such lawyer's license to practice law in the State of West Virginia until the 

lawyer has complied with such requirements. Any adverse decision by the Commission may 

be appealed to the Supreme Court of Appeals. In the event such lawyer does not prevail at 

such hearing or appeal, they shall be assessed the costs thereof. 
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(f) In the event no demand for a hearing is received within the thirty-day period, the 

Commission shall by appropriate petition notify the Supreme Court of Appeals of the names 

of any members of the State Bar who have failed to comply with the reporting or education 

requirements of this Rule for the preceding two-year reporting period and request the Court 

to enter an appropriate order suspending each such lawyer's license to practice law in the 

State of West Virginia until the lawyer has complied with such requirements. 

(g) A lawyer who has not complied with the mandatory continuing legal education 

requirements by June 30 may thereafter obtain credits to be carried back to meet the 

requirements of the preceding two-year reporting period. However, any credit obtained may 

only be used to satisfy the mandatory continuing legal education requirements for one 

reporting period. 

(h) No lawyer shall be permitted to make use of a transfer from active to inactive or 

active non-practicing membership in the State Bar as a means to circumvent the mandatory 

continuing legal education requirements. 

6.07 Change to active status 

(a) Any person previously enrolled as an active member of the State Bar who is an 

active non-practicing or an inactive member of the State Bar, administratively suspended by 

the State Bar, or suspended or disbarred by the Supreme Court of Appeals, shall demonstrate 

that they have complied with a minimum of twelve hours of continuing legal education, as 

approved by this Rule or accredited by the Commission, at least three hours of which shall be 

taken in courses in legal ethics, office management, attorney well-being, or elimination of 

bias in the legal profession within twelve months immediately preceding the application to 

change to active status. Any person previously enrolled as an active member of the State Bar 

who has served as a Justice of the Supreme Court of Appeals, Circuit Court Judge, or Family 

Court Judge immediately preceding the change to active status shall be exempt from this 

requirement but shall be subject to the mandatory continuing legal education requirements 

upon change to active status. 

(b) Any lawyer who was administratively suspended by the State Bar for any reason 

under Bylaw 2.09(a) and who is returned to active status within six months of the date of 

suspension will not be required to submit any additional information regarding mandatory 

continuing legal education provided that the attorney has otherwise been in compliance with 

the continuing legal education requirements. 
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6.08 Accreditation of providers and approval of courses, generally 

(a) The Commission has sole authority to accredit providers and approve courses and 

programs for purposes of the mandatory continuing legal education requirements established 

by this Rule. 

(b) The Commission may establish a list of presumptively accredited providers whose 

courses—including those provided through digital and electronic mediums—are approved 

activities. The Commission shall publish the list of providers that are presumptively 

accredited on the State Bar website and update the list periodically.  

(c) Courses offered by organizations that are not on the list described in Rule 6.08(b) 

may be approved by the Commission upon the request of an individual lawyer or 

organization on a case-by-case basis in accordance with this Rule. 

(d) To be approved, a course shall have significant intellectual or practical content; it 

shall deal primarily with matter directly related to the practice of law (which includes 

professional responsibility and office practice); it shall be taught by persons who are 

qualified by practical or academic experience in the subjects covered and must include the 

distribution of high quality written materials pertaining to the subjects covered. One-hour 

courses presented by local bar associations shall be exempt from the written materials 

requirement. In rare instances, providers other than local bar associations may exhibit good 

cause for waiver of the written materials requirement. A provider seeking a waiver of the 

written materials requirement shall present a written request of such waiver to the 

Commission, explaining why the provider believes that written materials should not be 

provided. The Commission will consider each request for a written waiver on a case-by-case 

basis.  

(e) One hour of continuing legal education credit shall be given for each period of 

fifty minutes of instruction in an accredited course. Based upon this standard, providers of 

approved activities given in West Virginia shall include with their course materials a 

statement that, “This course or program has been approved for ____ hours of continuing 

legal education credit in West Virginia.” 

(f) The Commission may refuse to accredit a course change or may revoke the 

accredited status of any provider that misrepresents the extent to which any information 

relating to course approval under this Rule. 

(g) In cases where approval could not be reasonably obtained in advance for a given 

course, an individual lawyer may request approval after attendance in accordance with this 

Rule. 

(h) All decisions of the Commission concerning accreditation of providers and 

approval of courses shall be final. 
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6.09 Standards for approval of continuing legal education activities 

(a) A continuing legal education activity qualifies for approval if the Commission 

determines that: (1) it is an organized program of learning (including a workshop, 

symposium or lecture) which contributes directly to the professional competency of a lawyer; 

(2) it deals primarily with matter directly related to the practice of law or to the professional 

responsibility or ethical obligations of the member, and may include activities that involve 

the crossing of disciplinary lines, such as a medicolegal symposium or an accounting tax law 

seminar; (3)  each activity is taught by a person qualified by practical or academic experience 

to teach the activity the person covers; (4) high quality, readable, carefully prepared written 

materials pertaining to the subjects covered shall be distributed to attendees at or before the 

time the course is offered in accordance with Rule 6.08(d); and (5) the provider must keep 

digital records of all attendees for a minimum of three years following the activity, and those 

attendee records must be made available to the Commission upon request. 

(b) No credit shall be given for any activity attended before being admitted to the 

West Virginia State Bar, including preparation for admission to the West Virginia State Bar.  

(c) Credit may be earned through teaching or participating as a panelist in a panel 

discussion in an approved continuing legal or judicial education activity. In awarding credit 

for teaching or participating as a panelist in an approved program, the Commission will be 

controlled by Rule 6.05(d). A lawyer may receive credit for teaching or participating as a 

panelist in a panel discussion in an approved continuing legal or judicial education activity 

by submitting an application to the Commission that furnishes the appropriate information 

using the web-based membership portal maintained by the State Bar. Any lawyer who 

submits a paper-based request must include a $25 fee with the request or it will not be 

processed. 

(d) Credit hours for writing an article published in the law review of an 

ABA-accredited law school or for other approved publication activity shall be allocated in 

the year of publication and limited as provided in Rule 6.05(e). 

(e) An in-house activity may be approved for continuing legal education credit under 

the rules applicable to any other provider, plus the following additional requirements: (1) the 

courses shall be submitted through electronic format for approval on a course-by-course 

basis, rather than an accredited-provider basis; (2) the courses shall be submitted for approval 

at least thirty days in advance; (3) an outline or written materials must be presented to the 

Commission through the appropriate West Virginia State Bar electronic interface at the time 

of submission for approval and written, digital, or electronic copies of the outline and/or 

materials must be distributed to all attendees at the course; (4) the courses must be open to 

observation by the Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, the officers or 

staff of the State Bar, the members of the Board, and members or staff of the Commission; 
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(5) the courses must be scheduled and arranged at a time and location so as to be free of 

interruptions from telephone calls and other office matters; (6) No more than half of the 

mandatory continuing legal education requirements may be satisfied by in-house teaching or 

attendance at in-house activities; and (7) an in-house activity on legal ethics may not be 

taught by a member of the firm or entity offering such activity. 

(f)  Client-oriented seminars shall not be approved for CLE credit. 

(g) The total credit for digital or electronic training courses and in-house instruction 

shall not exceed half of the mandatory continuing legal education requirements. 

(h) A lawyer attending a digital or electronic presentation or training course is entitled 

to credit hours under the following circumstances: (1) if a course is an approved activity, 

digital or electronic distribution of that course is also an approved activity; (2) Any digital or 

electronically distributed presentation produced by an provider that is not presumptively 

accredited must meet the requirements for approval set forth in Rules 6.08(c) and 6.09(a); (3)  

Unless the entire digital or electronically distributed presentation has been produced by a 

presumptively accredited provider, the person or organization offering the program or the 

attorney seeking credit must receive advance approval from the Commission by submitting 

the appropriate information using the web-based membership portal maintained by the State 

Bar. Any lawyer who submits a paper-based request must include a $25 fee with the request 

or it will not be processed.  

(i) The Commission may permit an active member to meet the full mandatory 

continuing legal education requirements by attending or participating in a seminar that 

includes a digital or electronic presentation as part of a live program. 

(j) Simultaneous electronic synchronous broadcasts will be approved for the full 

mandatory continuing legal education requirements if the following criteria are met: (1) the 

broadcast is designed and organized for interaction among a group of attorneys; (2) the 

broadcast is merely a distribution of a live program with the same qualified speakers which 

would address a seminar with live attendees; and (3) attendees are able to have questions 

answered through synchronous or asynchronous digital media.  

(k) The mandatory continuing legal education requirements may not be satisfied by 

receiving credit for teaching the same activity more than once during a two-year reporting 

period.  

(l) A lawyer may receive credit for authorship and publication of legal materials by 

submitting an application to the Commission using the web-based membership portal 

maintained by the State Bar. Any lawyer who submits a paper-based request must include a 

$25 fee with the application or it will not be processed. The application must include: (1) a 

copy of the work and a statement by the applicant that the material is an original work; and 

(2) the name and address of any other person participating in the authorship of the published 
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material, and a statement with respect to the extent to which the applicant contributed to the 

authorship of the material; and (3) a statement that the authored material has been published 

in a publication having distribution to at least 300 attorneys; and (4) the name and address of 

the publisher. Credit hours shall be allocated for the authorship and publication of the 

material in the year in which the publication actually occurs. The Commission will determine 

the number of credits to be allocated to the authorship and publication of the work. Credits 

will be awarded for scholarly pieces involving legal research as indicated by citation to 

authority. A lawyer may not receive more than half of their credit hours for authorship and 

publication of any materials in any two-year reporting period except as set forth in Rule 

6.04(a). 

(m) An attorney may not earn double credit for either (1) attending the same seminar 

held in different locations or (2) attending a seminar and completing a digital or 

electronically distributed presentation of the same seminar. 

(n) To earn continuing legal education credit for attendance at any Bar Committee 

meeting, the Committee must submit an approved agenda at least thirty days in advance, 

which lists the topics covered and a brief biographical sketch of each speaker. Presentations 

at Bar Committee meetings must include at least fifty minutes of actual instruction. No audio 

or video taped presentations of Bar Committee meetings will be approved. If the meeting is 

approved by the Commission, only those members of the Bar Committee may earn 

continuing legal education credit. Committee meeting attendance credit may not be earned 

by attorneys that are not members of that Committee. The maximum number of continuing 

legal education credits that may be earned from attendance at Bar Committee meetings 

during any two-year reporting period is three credits. 

(o) Any person employed on a full-time or part-time basis as a professor of law or 

other instructor of courses in a law school or other academic institution shall not receive CLE 

credit for teaching those courses. 

(p) Digital or electronic training courses may be approved for continuing legal 

education credit under the rules applicable to any other course or program, plus the following 

additional requirements: (1) the digital or electronic training course must be part of a 

structured course of study; (2) a written outline or written materials fully describing the 

course must be presented to the Commission at the time of submission for approval; (3) in 

awarding credit for digital or electronic training courses, the Commission shall consider the 

extent to which the lawyer’s educational effort in the course is evaluated by the provider; (4) 

The provider shall provide the number of credits possible for completion of the course; and 

(5) credit reported shall not exceed the maximum number of credits as designated by the 

provider. 
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6.10 Procedures for accreditation of providers, activities 

(a) Presumptive accreditation of providers. A provider not presumptively accredited 

by the Commission may apply for presumptive accreditation by submitting an application in 

the form required by the Commission. Presumptively accredited providers shall provide to 

the Commission, upon request, a list of all courses offered in the preceding year by August 

30 of each year. A list of all lawyers in attendance at any presumptively accredited program 

shall be maintained by the provider for not less than three years and made available to the 

Commission upon request. Presumptively accredited providers shall allow the West Virginia 

State Bar or MCLE Commission members and staff to audit, free of charge, any of its 

accredited continuing legal education programs. Failure to comply with MCLE rules shall 

result in the revocation of presumptively accredited status.  

(b) Prior approval of individual activities of providers who are not presumptively 

accredited. A provider desiring prior approval of an activity shall apply for approval by 

submitting an application in the form required by the Commission at least 30 days in advance 

of the commencement of the activity. A lawyer desiring prior approval of an activity shall 

apply for approval to the Commission using the web-based membership portal maintained by 

the State Bar at least 30 days in advance of the commencement of the activity. Any lawyer 

who submits a paper-based request must include a $25 fee with the request or it will not be 

processed. 

(c) Post-approval of activities of providers that are not presumptively accredited. A 

lawyer seeking approval of an activity that was not conducted by a presumptively accredited 

provider and was not otherwise approved shall request credit within 30 days after completion 

of such activity using the web-based membership portal maintained by the State Bar. Any 

lawyer who submits a paper-based request must include a $25 fee with the request or it will 

not be processed. 

(d) Multiple providers. Courses offered by more than one provider are presumptively 

accredited if at least one of the providers is presumptively accredited. 

6.11 Ethics in reporting continuing legal education activities 

The filing of a false report, form, or statement, or any other misrepresentation may 

result in the initiation of a disciplinary proceeding for engaging in unethical conduct. 

6.12 Time limits 

For good cause shown, any time limitations or requirements imposed by this Rule 

may be modified by the Commission. 
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6.13 Confidentiality 

The files, records, and proceedings of the Commission, as they relate to or arise out of 

the compliance or noncompliance of an active member of the State Bar with the requirements 

of this Rule, shall be deemed confidential and shall not be disclosed, except in furtherance of 

the Commission's duties, or upon written request of the lawyer affected, or as directed by the 

Supreme Court of Appeals. 

 

[CLERK’S COMMENTS: Rule 6 integrates and reconciles three different governance 

documents. The first was previously reviewed and approved by the Court: Chapter VII of the 

Rules and Regulations of the State Bar, entitled “Rules to Govern Mandatory Continuing Legal 

Education.” The second is a stand-alone document that was posted on the State Bar’s website, 

entitled: “Regulations, WV Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Commission.” The third 

source for this rule is the October 25, 2017 Supreme Court Administrative Order relating to 

changes in the Bridge-the-Gap Program. This Rule incorporates those documents, with some 

modifications to be consistent with changes already made in other areas. The major governance 

provisions relating to a lawyer’s basic obligation to maintain CLE credits, the existence of the 

Commission, and its powers and duties, are now all contained in Article 15 of the Bylaws. Rule 

6 sets forth the specifics of the process. When combining the disparate parts, a number of 

inconsistencies in terminology (accredited vs. approved, provider vs. sponsor) needed to be 

addressed on a uniform basis. In Bylaw Article 15 and this Rule, the term “accredited” is used 

to apply to a provider; while the term “approved” applies to an individual course. All of the 

courses offered by a “presumptively accredited” provider are approved, whereas an 

unaccredited provider must apply for approval on a course-by-course basis. The provisions set 

forth in Rule 6.03 relating to the Bridge-the-Gap Program are a revised version of amendments 

that were drafted by the Young Lawyer Section, approved by the Board of Governors, and by 

the Supreme Court in October 2017. The changes set forth in Rule 6 are not effective until the 

July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2022 reporting period, with two exceptions: changes to the Bridge-the-

Gap Program set forth in Rule 6.03 are effective July 1, 2019, and Rule 6.05(f), which allows 

lawyers to obtain MCLE credits for pro bono service in certain circumstances, is also effective 

July 1, 2019.]  

Rule 7 Procedure for Unlawful Practice Committee matters  

7.01 Origin of cases 

A case before the Unlawful Practice Committee may originate upon a request for 

investigation from the Unlawful Practice Committee, upon a request from a grievance 

committee, upon the request of the Board, the president, the president-elect or vice president, 


